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Field 1994 1995 1996 1997 1998 1999 2000 2001

...............................................Total, all surveyed fields 92,171 89,482 88,984 89,177 90,828 92,188 94,686 98,290

.......................Total, science and engineering fields 78,036 74,362 73,447 73,600 74,373 75,429 78,678 82,520

......................................................Sciences, total 58,265 56,286 55,441 54,752 55,112 54,916 56,220 59,245

.....................................Physical sciences, total 6,456 6,129 6,015 6,037 5,932 6,004 5,838 5,995
.....................................................Astronomy 164 147 157 125 162 171 183 193

......................................................Chemistry 3,813 3,708 3,702 3,758 3,682 3,672 3,490 3,635
..........................................................Physics 2,381 2,188 2,088 2,074 2,046 2,074 2,102 2,102

...............................Physical sciences, n.e.c. 98 86 68 80 42 87 63 65

......................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., total 3,007 2,801 2,631 2,681 2,859 2,746 2,650 2,794
...................................Atmospheric sciences 224 198 213 224 189 203 222 205

.................................................Geosciences 1,519 1,423 1,326 1,339 1,348 1,296 1,231 1,383
..............................................Oceanography 519 420 371 410 471 474 479 511

................Earth, atmos., & ocean sci., n.e.c. 745 760 721 708 851 773 718 695

.............................Mathematical sciences, total 3,963 3,578 3,450 3,302 3,334 3,271 3,417 3,686
............Mathematics & applied mathematics 3,341 2,904 2,845 2,741 2,721 2,650 2,755 2,892

........................................................Statistics 622 674 605 561 613 621 662 794

...........................................Computer sciences 4,756 4,783 4,917 5,018 5,758 6,677 8,452 9,040

.........................................Agricultural sciences 2,300 2,239 2,122 2,102 2,249 2,201 2,267 2,324

...................................Biological sciences, total 11,365 11,407 10,824 11,108 11,385 10,989 11,017 11,705
........................................................Anatomy 209 230 237 195 192 171 209 180

.................................................Biochemistry 1,032 983 947 998 1,022 896 928 851
..........................................................Biology 2,742 2,690 2,579 2,687 2,498 2,521 2,292 2,425

..................................Biometry/epidemiology 657 738 671 661 817 786 820 910
.....................................................Biophysics 149 153 155 133 158 118 126 162

...........................................................Botany 483 443 443 415 449 404 399 353
...................................................Cell biology 774 739 766 825 889 851 948 962

.........................................................Ecology 285 308 245 244 256 248 277 348
...............................Entomology/parasitology 206 184 202 194 233 179 185 202

........................................................Genetics 345 344 387 436 395 425 378 381
................Microbio., immunology, & virology 899 905 844 864 857 904 825 884

.........................................................Nutrition 798 857 831 797 940 834 835 906
......................................................Pathology 334 296 291 350 279 320 272 320

...............................................Pharmacology 533 500 422 458 513 487 546 501
.....................................................Physiology 649 811 725 633 654 608 565 615

.........................................................Zoology 343 346 318 317 276 269 240 261
........................................Biosciences, n.e.c. 927 880 761 901 957 968 1,172 1,444

...............................................Psychology, total 9,530 9,241 9,140 8,800 8,590 8,305 7,562 7,712
......................................Psychology, general 3,483 3,372 3,178 3,187 3,060 2,745 2,551 2,678

.......................................Clinical psychology 2,235 2,092 2,115 2,059 2,001 1,992 1,829 1,726
.........................................Psychology, n.e.c. 3,812 3,777 3,847 3,554 3,529 3,568 3,182 3,308

........................................Social sciences, total 16,888 16,108 16,342 15,704 15,005 14,723 15,017 15,989
..................................Agricultural economics 533 492 436 467 417 482 455 496

....................Anthropology (cultural & social) 1,331 1,247 1,252 1,196 1,219 1,193 1,160 1,119
....................Economics (except agricultural) 2,793 2,605 2,466 2,368 2,352 2,355 2,525 2,562

....................................................Geography 959 836 870 914 805 830 789 870
................History and philosophy of science 74 70 58 79 89 91 78 72

.....................................................Linguistics 612 594 620 579 493 422 454 495
............................................Political science 6,131 5,916 5,842 5,264 4,953 4,844 5,153 5,600

......................................................Sociology 1,548 1,503 1,505 1,525 1,428 1,307 1,303 1,425
.................................Sociology/anthropology 229 147 210 171 177 144 164 160

..................................Social sciences, n.e.c. 2,678 2,698 3,083 3,141 3,072 3,055 2,936 3,190

..................................................Engineering, total 19,771 18,076 18,006 18,848 19,261 20,513 22,458 23,275
.....................................Aerospace engineering 793 650 687 735 717 727 775 772
....................................Agricultural engineering 193 177 183 165 155 202 177 187
....................................Biomedical engineering 566 592 572 671 695 734 926 859

.......................................Chemical engineering 1,465 1,421 1,478 1,467 1,503 1,491 1,598 1,541
...............................................Civil engineering 4,194 3,825 3,845 3,792 3,785 3,726 3,851 3,821

.......................................Electrical engineering 5,450 4,974 4,850 5,505 5,685 6,306 7,335 7,828
.........................................Engineering science 313 275 273 274 308 255 299 339

...........................Industrial/manufacturing eng. 1,731 1,541 1,605 1,549 1,547 1,851 2,021 2,166
....................................Mechanical engineering 3,218 2,832 2,785 2,829 2,923 3,119 3,342 3,583

..............................Metallurgical/materials eng. 858 822 791 870 900 892 1,005 975
...........................................Mining engineering 85 53 51 73 44 45 48 40
..........................................Nuclear engineering 208 187 182 178 153 150 163 164

......................................Petroleum engineering 100 109 122 121 132 149 149 153
............................................Engineering, n.e.c. 597 618 582 619 714 866 769 847

See explanatory information, if any, and SOURCE at end of table.
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....................................................Total, health fields 14,135 15,120 15,537 15,577 16,455 16,759 16,008 15,770

...............................................Medical fields, total 3,278 3,741 3,573 3,527 3,896 3,913 3,850 4,096
.................................................Anesthesiology 224 219 242 274 226 210 261 265

.........................................................Cardiology 3 4 1 4 6 7 6 4
................................Oncology/cancer research 34 34 21 32 50 44 38 45

...................................................Endocrinology 10 4 4 6 6 7 2 4
..............................................Gastroenterology 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0

.......................................................Hematology 0 0 3 1 1 2 3 0
.........................................................Neurology 294 321 358 345 376 345 341 366

...............................Obstetrics and gynecology 0 4 1 3 1 0 2 2
..................................................Ophthalmology 8 6 12 5 4 2 4 12

..........................................Otorhinolaryngology 2 0 0 0 0 0 3 1
..........................................................Pediatrics 83 82 101 141 111 114 151 132

............Preventive medicine/community health 2,204 2,609 2,330 2,190 2,660 2,773 2,617 2,786
.........................................................Psychiatry 26 27 23 25 20 16 23 18

...........................................Pulmonary disease 0 0 0 0 0 3 2 3
..........................................................Radiology 86 65 64 47 48 41 29 61

.............................................................Surgery 20 45 57 48 36 40 30 9
....................................Clinical medicine, n.e.c. 284 321 356 406 351 309 336 388

........................................Other health fields, total 10,857 11,379 11,964 12,050 12,559 12,846 12,158 11,674
................................................Dental sciences 413 385 400 383 399 350 381 382

.............................................................Nursing 2,615 2,685 2,653 2,867 2,808 2,955 2,697 2,442
..................................Pharmaceutical sciences 482 457 519 486 548 597 602 634

.............................Speech pathology/audiology 3,484 3,579 3,867 3,783 3,979 3,974 3,873 3,814
..........................................Veterinary sciences 165 162 123 135 204 169 270 359
.........................................Health related, n.e.c. 3,698 4,111 4,402 4,396 4,621 4,801 4,335 4,043

KEY: n.e.c. = Not elsewhere classified

SOURCE: National Science Foundation/Division of Science Resources Statistics, Survey of Graduate Students and Postdoctorates in Science and 
Engineering


